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13 October 1978 


Dear Mr. Bich Thach Dao, 


The Secretary-General of the United Nations has asked me 
to reply to your letter dated 20 September 1975 concerning the 
question of the reunion of families in Vietnam with their relatives 
in the USA. 


The principle of family reunion is one to which the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees is deeply committed and will contime to 
play an active role in its implementation. The Office of UNHCR 
therefore stands ready to be of all possible assistance and remains 
hopeful that our continuing efforts with the Vietnmese authorities 
regarding the reunification of families will lead to a positive 
outcome. 


In the meantime, please be assured that your concern and 
that of the Vietnamese community has received cur careful attention 
and made a matter of record. 


Yours sincerely, 
ee 
he AELE 
A Z 
John Kelly 
Regional Representative 


Mr. Bich Thach Dao 
Indochinese Refugee Coordinator 
Catholic Social Service, Inc. 
437 North Topeka 

Wichita, Kansas 67202 
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War Still Divides Vietnamese Families 


By RICK PLUMLEE 
Stall Writer 


Anand Hanh Lehad to teave behind 
their six children meluding a year-old 
daughter. when they Ned Vietnam 
nearly three years ago 

The Ve Tran family has five chil- 
Gren with them in Wichita but four 
more all of grade-school age, remain 
in Vietnam 

The two families are among about 
15 refugee Vietnamese families hving 
in Wichita who have at least one im- 
mediate family member in Vietnam 
according to Bich Dao, coordinator of 
Indochinese refugees for the Catholic 
Diocese of Wichita 

“It ts very paiuk not to be with 
your family,” sad Dao, whose 


parents remain in Vietnam 

Sunday, three years to the day after 
the fall of Saigon, several hundred 
Vietnamese met with Rep Dan 





Glickman. D-Kan at the Nomar the- 
ater to discuss family reunification 


“I RECOGNIZE that your primary 
personal concern is with reuniting 
famihes which the tragedy of the war 
and the rush to seek freedam in all too 
many cases tore apart" Glickman 
told the gathering 

Glickman said a short-term pro- 
gram is under way to admit 52,000 
Indochinese refugees. about half of 
whom would be Vietnamese, to the 
United States There are about 140,000 
Vietnamese refugees im the US and 
approximately 1,300 in Wichita 

The Carter admmmstration also has 
proposed to continue the policy of ad- 
mutung 25.000 Indochinese refugees 
annually to the US.. Glickman said. 

The first-term congressman” en- 
couraged the Vietnamese to seek res- 
ident alien status A resident aliencan 
request entrance visas for spouses 


Noncommunist countries neat 
Vietnam will net-aceept-Hetnamese 
refugee’ unless they can prove that 
they wll be accepted by another 
country. such as the US, said the 
Rev Robert Larson, director of Cath- 
dhe Charities in Wichita. which spon- 
sors 10 percent of the refugees in 
Wichita 

Jungle trails and precarious boat 
rides are the refugees’ only means of 
escape, Larson said. - 


About 12.000 have escaped Vietnam ` 


inthe last year, Larson said, but it is 


and minor children, he said 
WHILE DAO noted that ¢he-U S 
bureaucralic process is slow, he said 
he knows that the real stumbling 
block is the Vietnam governiment 
~The communists promise every- 
thing.” he said, “but they do nothing 


` They do not let our families out ” 


The U.S. doesn’t have diplomatic 
relations with Vietnam and is reluc- 
tant to work through a third country to 
seek the release of famities of relu- 
gees. Glickman said 

“the reason for that reluctance 15 
caution,” he said "We don't want to 
draw attention to those people when 
the repercussions in terms of govern- 
ment reprisals are not known 

fact 1s thal even If our gov- 
ernment issues an exit visa, there is 
no guarantee that an exit visa (rom 
the other nation will be granted " 

GETTING OUT of Vietnam is not 
easy for the refugees 


estimated that many more have 
drowned a 
“They overload 15- to 20-foot boats 
with 40 or 50 people.” said Larson, 
‘and then capsize in the ocean.” 
Dao said he was neither encouraged 
nor discouraged by Glickman's: re re 


“marks ` 


‘Weamill see,” he sad 
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